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“I have seen the Lord!”
   St. Mary Magdalene, Apostle of the Apostles
     John 20: 11-18 – Gospel Reading for Easter Tuesday
       
“When Jesus said Mary’s name, her life was changed. The Gospels describe Mary’s happiness for us all. The Resurrection of Jesus is not a joy given with an eyedropper, but a cascade, a waterfall that fills our whole life. God is a dreamer: He dreams of the transformation of the world and has realized it in the mystery of the Resurrection. In that moment Mary Magdalene became “the apostle of the new and greatest hope.” 
	Pope Francis, 3/23/2017
In Matthew’s Gospel, it is women, who mournfully visit the tomb very early on Easter Morning and finds the stone rolled away. It is Mary Magdalene who runs to tell the Apostles that the tomb has been opened “and we do not know where they have taken him.”
Let us be mindful of those women whose sons and daughters have disappeared and they do not know where they have been taken.
Let us be mindful of and pray with all who mourn the loss of their children through acts of war and violence, through lack of food and clean water, accidentally, prematurely.

The women found the stone rolled back. 
Globally and in solidarity with people of good will, let us seek and find ways to roll back the stones of hatred, of intolerance, of prejudice and fear, that entomb our world in darkness, unable to gaze into the light of faith, hope and love.

Let us celebrate how women religious, who are now older and infirmed have been the Light of Christ in so many lives.
Let us continue to respond to their needs as they age, and help to empower our congregations to move the stones of isolation, loneliness, immobility, depression and other inabilities that inhibit our aging members from living more fully their communal lives.
Because she was present, listening attentively, it is Mary Magdalen who recognized Jesus.
Perhaps, for women of faith, this is our primary vocation: to be prophetic listeners.
It is also Mary Magdalen who runs with haste to tell the Apostles, “I have seen the Lord.”
Let us recognize and proclaim that we, like Mary Magdalen, “have seen the Lord” in so many ways in our lives, and like her, let us also dream God’s dream and  joyfully be apostles of the greatest hope for our world. 
Amen.
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